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A winding road in northern Israel lined with vineyards leads to Kibbutz Menara atop the Ramim Ridge
in the Naftali mountains where pomegranate and avocado trees grow. 

It should be an idyllic scene. 

Instead, gaping holes have been blown through the blackened walls of the community’s double-story
houses. A roof has collapsed and a twisted lump of melted metal denotes what was once a car. For the
last few weeks, Islamist militant group Hezbollah has been firing anti-tank missiles into the kibbutz
from the Lebanese village of Meiss El Jabal in the valley a few hundred yards below. Other villages in
the region have also come under attack and the Israeli military has responded with strikes of its own. 

Photographer: Amnon Gutman/Bloomberg
The Israel-Lebanon border seen from Kibbutz Menara.

While the world’s attention focuses on a resumption in fighting between Israel and Hamas militants in
the Gaza Strip in the south, this largely abandoned cooperative highlights an upcoming problem for the
embattled Middle Eastern state: How to get the tens of thousands of people who have fled the region to
return when an existential threat is in eyesight just across the border. 

“Anyone who moves here will get injured. They have no actual security and no sense of security to
come back,” Yoshiau, a bearded 27-year-old mechanical engineering student who’s also a tank
captain in the Israeli military and limited his identification to his first name in line with its rules, said in
an interview at the kibbutz. “In order to allow the citizens to come back, we have to have a clear
indication from our enemies in Lebanon, Hezbollah, that they have no intention of attacking people.”

Photographer: Amnon Gutman/Bloomberg
A vehicle destroyed by a Hezbollah missile in Kibbutz Menara.

The issue has bedeviled Israel since it fought Hezbollah in a 34-day war in 2006. Yet the sense of
precarity that farmers and other inhabitants of Israeli villages that line the Lebanese border live with
has reached unprecedented levels since Hamas militants poured out of Gaza into Israel on Oct. 7,
killing about 1,200 people and abducting another 240. 

The Israeli military hit back with air raids that reduced much of northern Gaza to rubble and a ground
invasion that Hamas authorities in the Mediterranean strip say have killed more than 15,000 people.
Fighting resumed Friday after a seven-day pause that allowed for the exchange of some Israeli
hostages and Palestinian prisoners. 
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Photographer: Amnon Gutman/Bloomberg
Destruction caused by a Hezbollah anti-tank missile fired at Kibbutz Menara.

The US considers Hamas and Hezbollah terrorist organizations. Hezbollah is bigger and better-armed
than Hamas, and they are both backed by Iran and share the aim of eradicating the Jewish state. 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1701, adopted after the 2006 war ended, required the
establishment of a demilitarized zone between the Israeli border and the Litani River, about 29
kilometers (18 miles) to the north. It has been widely flouted and so far the international community has
done little to enforce it, Eyal Hulata, a former national security adviser in the Israeli government, said in
a press briefing on Thursday. 

“Hezbollah has planned to do something very similar in the north for years” to the incursion carried out
by Hamas, said Yoshiau, the tank captain, who left his wife and 18-month-old son at his home near the
border with Gaza a few weeks ago to help guard the northern frontier. There was “an informal cease-
fire” with Hezbollah during the temporary truce in the south, he said. 

Hezbollah began firing volleys of mortars, rockets and anti-tank missiles at Israel on Oct. 7, the
heaviest attacks it has staged since 2006. The military was placed on high alert and fully deployed
along the 48-mile-long border. 

Read More on the Israel-Hamas War:

Israel Fears War on the Horizon Against Hezbollah in the North
US Says Israel Must Not Repeat Scale of North Gaza Damage 
Why Hezbollah Is a Wild Card in New Mideast Fighting: QuickTake
Israel Hostages Recount Their Grim Imprisonment in Hamas Tunnels

The ongoing tension was evident on Thursday morning, the day that Bloomberg spoke to Yoshiau,
with the military shooting down what it said was “a suspicious aerial target” that crossed from Lebanon
into Israel. Cross-border hostilities resumed after the fighting in Gaza restarted. 
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Yoshiau, a tank captain in the Israeli military.

For now, many of the 250 people who usually live in Kibbutz Menara have decamped to the town of
Tiberias, an hour’s drive south on the western shores of the Sea of Galilee, where the government is
paying for their accommodation.

© 2023 BGOV LLC All Rights Reserved Page 2 of 4

This document is being prepared for the exclusive use of BRYN
MCLAUGHLIN at BOSE PUBLIC AFFAIRS GROUP LLC



While the stronger military presence may deter Hezbollah from crossing the border or stepping up its
attacks, it’s unlikely to convince Israelis who live in the region to come home. Nor will it diminish the
threat of Hezbollah’s more advanced weaponry, which includes missiles that could strike as far afield
as Eilat on Israel’s southeastern tip.

The conundrum in the north has been put on the back burner while the military and the government
mainly focusing on the war in the south, but the problem isn’t going away and is of major concern to
some of Israel’s most prominent business leaders.

“People will not continue to be on the border with Hezbollah breathing over them and shooting at the
fence or the houses with anti-tank missiles,” said Erel Margalit, the founder and chairman of Jerusalem
Venture Partners, one of Israel’s biggest venture capital firms. “Something is going to need to be done
about that either diplomatically or militarily.”
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The Israel-Lebanon border seen from Kibbutz Menara.

 

The government has begun paying incentives to workers to return to their jobs in the north, topping up
their salaries, according to Ron Tomer, president of the Manufacturers’ Association of Israel, who says
70 of the group’s member companies operate there. 

That doesn’t address the security question, or provide long-term clarity to those who live along the
northern border as to whether they should return. 

While Israel, concerned about the reaction of the international community, held back from preemptive
ground invasions of both Gaza and Lebanon for years, the Hamas attack “changes that calculus” and
once it achieves its aims in Gaza of eliminating Hamas and freeing the remaining hostages that may
change, Hulata said.
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A stronger military presence is unlikely to convince Israelis who live in the region to return home.

“Doing what we need in Gaza is difficult enough. We don’t need to find ourselves entangled on two
fronts,” he said. “I would not propose to any Israeli government to wait again. I think we need to act
before it happens to us and prevent another massacre of civilians in any part of Israel.” 

Yoshiau, who passed corpses and cars riddled with bullet holes close to his home when driving north
to join his unit on Oct. 7, sees no immediate alternative to Israel maintaining an enhanced military
presence along the Lebanon border. 
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“There’s no other option,” he said, even as he bemoaned missing key moments in his son’s childhood.
“We need to be here until we can bring back the sense of security.” 

--With assistance from Ethan Bronner, Julius Domoney and Roy Katz.
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